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| was surprised ... WD AT

e We could touch the skeletons

o There were so many things

o |felt so free to create what | liked

e There is such a big collection here and that
people are not aware that the museum exists
(hidden treasure!)

e There were so many animals | never knew
existed

e There were really excellent things we could
handle and borrow

e We could come ‘out of hours’

Creative Connections

University of Cambridge
Zoolo?y Museum
Facilitated by Idit Nathan
9th June 2010

Cambridge Curiosity and Imagination
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We walked around and explored the Museum in
pairs paying attention to its special features and
qualities, its points of interest, focusing on one
object or section that particularly caught our
attention

We then ‘washed our hands’ accompanied by
Allan Kaprow’s words urging us to make the
familiar unfamiliar and vice versa.

I began to pay attention to how much this act of
brushing my teeth had become routinized,
nonconscious behavior, compared with my first
efforts to do it as a child. | began to suspect that
99 percent of my daily life was just as routinized
and unnoticed; that my mind was always
somewhere else; and that the thousand signals
my body was sending me each minute were
ignored. | guessed also that most people were
like me in this respect.!

1 Alan Kaprow, Art which can't be art (1986)
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Finally, we looked at our ‘prompt cube’ to take

home.

My prompt cube following our session together

says the following:

‘Less is more’ is worth sticking to (no postcards

or paper next time)

The world of animals and animals of the world

Rich learning need not be expensive
Bone cartilage can look like lace
Animals can inspire beautiful artworks
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Our reflections included:

This session made me think that learning in
museums can...

Be creative and bring subjects to life

Be fun and engaging!

Be stimulating

Prompts further research or work to support
the topic

Take many different paths

Just be a starting point to inspire interests
Be spontaneous

Happen however few materials are used

| wonder why ....

Elks have such big antlers

Does an elephant have such a big
head/skull?

All this stuff is here? How did it get here?
The horns of the rhinoceros look like wood?
The collection was started?



